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Local women create T-shirt company promoting Michigan

SEPTEMBER 17, 2009

By Annette Jaworski

CORRESPONDENT

A recent column by Mitch Albom said it all. “We're not the gum on the bottom of the
country's shoe,” exclaimed South Lyon resident Lisa Burnia.

In tears and frustration, Burnia, and her longtime friend, Terri O'Brien, watched as auto executives were
begging Congress for help. They knew something had to be done. The job losses in the auto industry were
affecting their families, friends and neighbors.

“There was a lot of tears and anxiety over what was going on in Washington,” said Burnia, whose husband
and family members held jobs in the auto industry.

Tired of the black cloud hovering over the state, the two knew it was time for some positive action. Both
agreed it was not only important to promote Michigan and Michigan made products, but also to find a way
to help those in need. From there they created MichICAN, the concept that produced T-shirts with the focus
on helping unemployed workers.

If you've grown up or live in Michigan you can identify with the “Mitten” shape that portrays the outline of our
state. The Mitten inspired one of their popular T-shirt slogans proclaiming “Don't Mess With the Mitten.”

“It's like our own inner secret,” explains Northville resident, Terri O'Brien. The other T-shirt design proudly
states “MichICAN.”

Plain T-shirts were purchased locally from Broder Brothers in Plymouth, and were sent to Identity Source in
Livonia for screen printing.

Their commitment to Michigan is equally matched by their devotion to charity and the duo has been
donating a portion of their profits to three local organizations. These include the Schoolcraft Foundation,
which O'Brien has served on the board of directors, Gleaners Food Bank and Bridgepointe. The Schoolcraft
College Foundation was founded in 1966 to aid those in financial need to pursue higher education.

Cindy Landry, owner of “After The Rain” in Milford met Burnia in her shop. When she heard about the T-
shirts Landry responded, “I have to have those for Milford Memories.”
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